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1: Incidence 3 : Transient Ischmic Atack

2 : Transient Global Amnesia 4 : Neurogenic Syncope

5 : Transient Confusion
6 : Non Convulsive status epilepticus
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FIG. 1. Age- specific average annual inci-
dence of epilepsy per 100,000 population.
Adapted from Hauser WA et al. Incidence
of epilepsy and unprovoked seizures in
Rochester, Minnesota. 1934-1984 . Epilep-
sia 1993:34:453-468.
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1- Cerebrovascular Accident
2- Status

3- Electroencephalography
4- Postictal
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TABLE 1. Vriables that distinguish between common spells in the elderly

Variable Seizure Syncope TIA TGA Vertigo
Warning/aura Sometimes Faint feeling None None None
Duration 1-2 minutes Seconds to Minutes to Minutes to Minutes to days

minutes hours hours

Effect of posture | None variable Loss of | None None Variable

Spell symptoms | Tonic- clonic tone/brief clonic | Deficits along a | Confusion / Nausea ataxia,
movement, but | jerks vascular pattern | amnesia tinnitus
variable

Incontinence Variable Variable None Varible None None NoneVariable

heart rate post Increased Irregular/ Alert Focal effect Alert No

spell symptoms | Confusion, sleep | decreased Alert | Slowing Alert Rate

EEG during Epileptiform Diffus Slowing Slowing

effect event pattern

1 * Atrinl Fibrillation
2: Memory loss

3- Omates
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|- Cell Blood count 4- Lumbar Puncture
2- Computerized

3- Tomography

5- Post ictal paralysis
- Partial Seizure
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